The Queens of Crime by Marie Benedict Book Club
1. What do you think of the 1st person narration?
2. How do you feel about the setting and atmosphere of the book?
3. The first sentence is “None of us is as we appear?” Do you think the book reflects that idea? Why or why not?
4. How do you think Agatha Christie’s disappearance looms over the mystery in the book?
5. What do you think about the creation of the Detection Club because reviewers considered mystery to be simply genre fiction and all of it to be pulps?
6. Do you think a murder game is a good ice breaker for a group of mystery writers? Why or why not?
7. Who is your favorite character and why?
8. Who is your least favorite character and why?
9. How do you feel about the Detection Club?
10. What do you think of the line on page 29, “There are no ladies in waiting here, Gilbert. There are only queens. And you are not our king.” (Agatha)
11. How do you feel about the 5 queens of crime investigating an actual murder?
12. What do you think of mystery writers confronting the fact that real murder victims are a tragedy and a not a plot point?
13. How do you feel about each writer explaining her process for writing?
14. What do you think of the idea of surplus women following World War I and the way this situation affects the characters in the story?
15. How do you feel about the French police barely investigating and sweeping the case under the rug because of a syringe?
16. What do you think of the authors using their mystery writer shorthand to solve the case?
17. How do you feel about the addition of the other missing woman, Leonora Denning, and May keeping the clipping?
18. What do you think of Agatha’s relationship with her sister?
19. Do you think Dorothy was wrong to go to Mathers Insurance without talking to the rest of the group 1st? Why or why not?
20. How do you feel about the introduction of Dorothy’s secret son, John Anthony?
21. What do you think of finding May’s final letter being in a locker?
22. How do you feel about the letter being discounted by the authorities?
23. Do you think the trap of Louis Williams that the Queens set up would have worked on him? Why or why not?
24. What do you think of the meeting with Louis Williams, Jimmy Williams and Alfred Chapman?
25. Was there justice at the end? Why or why not?
26. How do you feel about the Author’s note?
27. Did you like the book?
28. Would you read more by the author?

