
American Royals by Katharine McGee Book Club 

1. What do you think of the primarily 3rd person narration? 

2. The Prologue is in 2nd person, how does this blend with the rest of the book? 

3. What do you think of the premise? 

4. The story begins with Princess Beatrice, the first future queen of America, what do you think of 

the idea of her? 

5. How do you feel about her parents trying to set Beatrice up with someone? 

6. What do you think of the switching perspective? 

7. What do you think of the alternative world history presented in the book and how it is 

presented? 

8. Would you want to be friends with royalty? 

9. Who is your favorite character and why? 

10. Who is your least favorite character and why? 

11. Which character do you feel the most like and why? 

12. Which character would you like to be and why? 

13. What do you think of the relationships in the book? 

14. Why are Connor and Beatrice tragic? 

15. What do you think of Nina and Jeff? 

16. What do you think of the stakes in the book? 

17. How do secrets shape the story? 

18. How does the king’s cancer change the story? 

19. What do you think of the political marriages? 

20. Did the ending surprise you and how did you feel about it? 

21. Did you like the book? 

22. Would you read more in the series? 

Official Random House Question 

You are cordially invited to host an American Royals book club in your library. Below are some questions 

to get the conversation going. 

 

1. Does America have its own version of a royal family? What defines “royalty” in our culture? What is it 

about royalty that fascinates us? 

2. Why is there such an obsession with royal families? What captivates people’s attention so much? 

3. In American Royals, the United States is a monarchy—the first ruler being George Washington. Do you 

think the royal obsession and paparazzi culture would be in place if this was the case in real life? Or do 

you think that one of the reasons royals are so fascinating is because the institution of a monarchy is 

uncommon today? 

4. Beatrice is in line for the throne due to a law that says the eldest child is the heir to the throne, 

instead of it being the first-born son. Throughout the book, Beatrice struggles with the pressure and 

sense of duty that comes with being the heir. Do you think it’s fair that this law doesn’t take into 

account the willingness or preparedness of the eldest child? 



5. Beatrice is not allowed to marry a commoner. Do you think this is reasonable? Why or why not? What 

does it tell you about the supposedly progressive nature of this monarchy? 

6. Samantha, Beatrice’s sister, is referred to as the “spare,” a backup heir in case something happens to 

Beatrice. What do you think about this term? If you were in Sam’s shoes would you wish you were the 

heir? Or is being a part of the royal family enough responsibility as it is? 

7. Jeff, Samantha’s twin, is the prince of the family who everyone seems to be fixated on.Rarely is Jeff 

referred to as “the spare.” Do you think this is odd? 

8. Nina is a close friend of Sam’s, but she is not royal. Does she find it difficult to enter a world so 

different from her own? Does being in or associated with the royal family mean giving up at least a part 

of your right to privacy or anonymity? 

9. At one point in the book, Daphne notes that the Washingtons are one of the youngest dynasties—

their history cannot be traced as far back as other families—and yet they are powerful and well known. 

What makes a monarchy powerful? 

10. Online comments and social media play a large role in the lives of the royal both in the book and in 

reality. Nina becomes the target of some hateful online comments, one of them being “I don’t know 

who she is but I hate her.” How did you feel about this when you read it? Why would someone feel they 

have a right to share this sentiment? 


